
CHCA Intersession 2019 
January 7-18, 2019 

Course Description for:  Best of Italy 

 

 

Instructor(s):  Mrs. Jody Petersen, Dr. Lipovsky and Mr. Mark Lynch 

Course Type:  International Service Hours:  0 

Maximum enrollment:  40 Minimum enrollment:  25 

Length of trip (if applicable): 11 days 10 nights 

Cost:  3,850  

Overview: 

Students enrolling in this 11 day Best of Italy trip will experience Italy through 
visiting four different cities and meandering through thousands of years of history.  
Students will tour traditional sites and some off the beaten path and will discover 
the history, architecture and cuisine of Italy.    

Course Goals: 
Students will experience and gain an appreciation for the rich history and culture of 
Italy. 
 

Reading Component:       Various articles and journal prompts provided by the teachers. 

Writing Component:       Students will respond to readings, prompts, and the day’s activities. 
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Description:  
We start our trip in the beautiful city of Venice where we’ll wonder through St. Mark’s Square, Basilica di San 
Marco, Doge's Palace and visit the world famous Murano glass company. From Venice we’ll travel south to 
Verona and see the balcony that inspired the famous scene in Romeo and Juliet.  From there we’ll move on to 
the city that was the center of the Renaissance, Florence.  We’ll take a walking tour of the city visiting Palazzo 
Vecchio, Piazza della Signoria, Chiesa di Santa Croce, Ponte Vecchio, Duomo, Gates of Paradise, Giotto’s Bell 
Tower, Dante's House.  Marvel at the beauty of Michelangelo’s David at the first art school in Europe, the 
Accademia.  A quick side trip will take us to Pisa to see the famous leaning tower.  As we travel to Rome we’ll 
stop to step back in time to the medieval city of Assisi where we’ll roam through this picturesque town and visit 
the St. Francis of Assisi Basilica. Then on to Rome.  Walk in the footsteps of ancient gladiators as you explore the 
Roman colosseum, Forum, and Appian Way.  Visit the legendary Spanish Steps, Trevi Fountain, Pantheon, and the 
Piazza Navona.  Learn about the rich history of the Vatican and the Sistine Chapel and it’s awe-inspiring artwork.  
Spend the last three days of the trip exploring Rome from the “inside out”.  Dr. Lipovsky will guide us through the 
sites of Rome that are more off the beaten path.  You will also get an opportunity to do some exploring on your 
own as you learn to navigate mass transit and discover favorite shops, cafés and restaurants of the locals. The 
following is an approximate (though not guaranteed) itinerary: 
Day 1 Travel Day 
Day 2 Ciao Milan 
-Meet TD, travel to Venice check into hotel  
Day 3 Venice Landmarks 
-Guided walking sightseeing tour 
-St Mark's Sq, St Mark's Basilica, Doge's 
  Palace, Glass blowing demo 
Day 4 Venice--Florence 
-Travel to Florence  
-Verona Tour director-led sightseeing 
-Traditional Pizza Dinner 
Day 5 Florence Landmarks 
-Florence guided walking sightseeing tour 
  with Whisper Headsets 
Day 6 Florence Exploration 
-Travel to Pisa 
-Guided sightseeing tour-Pisa 
Day 7 Florence--Rome 
-Travel to Rome 
-St Francis of Assisi Basilica Walk 
-Rome city walk 
-Spanish Steps, Trevi Fountain, Pantheon,  
-Piazza Navona 
Day 8 Rome Landmarks 
-Rome guided sightseeing tour with  
  Whisper headsets. 
-Vatican museums and Sistine Chapel 
  visit, St Peter's Basilica, Colosseum visit, 
  Piazza Venexia, Forum Romanum visit 
-Authentic trattoria dinner 
Day 9 Rome Bonus Day 
-Tour Director planned activities and self-exploration 
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Day 10 Rome Bonus day 
-Tour Director planned activities – and self-exploration 
Day 11 End Tour – Travel Day 

 

 

This course is well suited to: 
Students who enjoys traveling and experiencing the history, culture and cuisine 
of another country. 

Cost: $3,850 if we have a minimum of 25 students 
Additional costs: Spending money, all lunches, all meals on travel days, passport fees 

 
Other Information:  
Students will need a passport for International travel. Passports cannot expire before July 18, 2019. 
 
Students will be permitted to have free time without chaperones in each city to shop, explore, eat lunch.  Any 
student/parent uncomfortable with this unsupervised time is welcome to stay with the chaperones.   
 
Please Note:  International students may be limited in their ability to travel outside the United States.  
International students may only participate in international travel that does not require a special Visa.  You must 
have approval from the International Student Program before signing up for an international trip to confirm 
whether you are permitted to enter a foreign country without an additional Visa. 
 

 
Final 04.10.18 
 


