
   

 
 

Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy 
Upper School 7-8 – Spanish 

Scope and Sequence 

 

1/2   Revised: 8-2016 

Vision: Students at CHCA, through the study of Spanish, will appreciate the unlimited capabilities that God has 

given all peoples for glorifying and serving Him through language.  They will recognize that “the body of Christ 

is made up of people of faith, of all nations, all languages, all races”   Students will be nurtured in learning the 

Spanish language learning using, at grades K-8, through the natural language acquisition approach.  In early 

childhood children are immersed in the sounds, tones, and conversational aspects of language naturally cued by 

objects and situations in their environment.  So too, at CHCA, students in grades K-8, in early Spanish language 

learning first receive the language and respond to it and then through experimentation and interactive activities, 

use the language to communicate effectively.  It is only after the conversational approach is well established in 

the learning process, previous to the Spanish I- III (or Spanish II-IV) sequence, that students turn to reading and 

writing Spanish.  This turn to literacy builds as students gain confidence and proficiency. Students will gain 

confidence in using their language skills in order to communicate effectively with Spanish speakers and 

understand the Hispanic culture.  They will achieve this by interacting orally with one another, by comparing 

written Spanish and English, and by making connections via literature, research, and other media.  Students will 

become aware of the opportunities for practical application of their language knowledge in communities, in 

ministry and in commerce. They will be able to compare and contrast their own language and culture with that of 

the Spanish language and Hispanic culture.  Upon entering the sequence of courses required for graduation, 

students will comprehend, analyze, and critique texts and media of excellence and demonstrate competence in 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. Foreign language students will be encouraged to exercise initiative and 

leadership as well as participate in cooperative learning and research.  Students will be provided with educational 

opportunities beyond the school setting and will receive meaningful instruction, academic challenge and support. 

 

 
 

Standards: What a CHCA student will know and be able to do in Spanish:  Communication:  Use Spanish to 

engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, exchange feelings, and opinions. Understand and 

interpret written and spoken Spanish from diverse media. Present information and concepts to an audience of 

listeners or readers on a variety of topics.  Hispanic Culture Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

perspectives, traditions, and products of Hispanic countries.  Connections Reinforce other content areas through 

the use of  Spanish. Acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints available only through 

Spanish and Hispanic culture.  Comparisons Develop insight into the nature of language and culture through 

comparisons between the student’s own language and the Spanish language and Hispanic culture.  Communities 

Use Spanish both within and beyond the school setting.  Show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by 

using Spanish for personal enjoyment and enrichment. To use Spanish in expressing faith through various forms 

of communication. 
 

 
 

Grade 7 (and new 8th Grade students) Spanish IA Topics: This course forms the first half year of high school 

Spanish I.  Students review pronunciation, greetings, basic classroom conversation/commands, time, and 

numbers.  Grammar topics include nouns and articles, the verb ser and adjective/noun agreement, the verb gustar, 

estar and location, present tense of ar, er, and ir verbs, the formation of questions, some stem-changers and 

irregular yo-form verbs, and the conjugation of the irregular verb ir; and ir a + infinitive and other verb + infinitive 

phrases. Vocabulary includes expressions of courtesy, school life, classes, and schedule, days of the week, family 

and descriptions of oneself and others, occupations, sports, pastimes, and community places. Key cultural aspects 

of countries are covered; emphasis is given to using Spanish to reach out to the Hispanic Community in 
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Cincinnati.  This includes a unit specifically on outreach vocabulary.  Focus is made on immersion in the target 

language and encouraging the students to express themselves orally in Spanish using prompts and role play. 

 

Grade 8 Spanish 1B Topics:  This course forms the second half of high school level Spanish I.  Students express 

themselves in Spanish conversation, expand prayer vocabulary, learn popular praise songs, and memorize 

Scripture in Spanish.  Instruction is conducted at 90% immersion in the target language during class using a wide 

variety of multi-sensory activities and technological integration.  Cultural aspects of countries are highlighted.  

Major grammar topics include the uses of “ser” and “estar”, the present progressive, direct and indirect objects, 

the past or preterit tense, demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, reflexive verbs, comparisons and superlatives.  

Vocabulary of traveling and vacationing, shopping, daily routine, food culture and celebrations accompany 

grammar topics. 

 

Grade 8 Spanish Topics:  For returning students who have not satisfactorily mastered Spanish 1A.  This program 

begins with a thorough review of Spanish 1A material from the textbook Descubre I. Students concentrate on 

talking and writing about activities in the present tense with the three types of verb endings to describe people, 

what they like and what they do, the classroom setting, celebrations, and one’s personal space among other real 

life situations.  Focus will be on grammar topics such as adjective/noun agreement, definite and indefinite articles, 

verb phrases that use the infinitive, correct usage of “ser” and “estar”, how to express possession, and the correct 

formation of interrogative sentences, as well as the expansion of vocabulary.  Various cultural topics and prayer 

language are also covered.  

 


