
 Notes for the summer...  

    
Dear Parents:  

Welcome to First Grade and the preparation you will want to do 
throughout the summer to maintain your child’s readiness for first 
grade.   

1. You will be receiving the summer reading work called “Book in a 
Bag.”  There are directions on completing this project to return on 
the first or second day of school.  We will be sharing these 
throughout the first couple of weeks, so your child will want to 
have a book in a bag to share with friends!   

2. The most important thing you can possibly do with your child is to 
read every day.  This will ensure they continue to advance in their 
reading over the summer.  Children at this age are growing in 
knowledge daily, and it is important to keep those brains alive over 
the summer.   

3. If you are planning an outing or a vacation, have your child keep a 
journal or write about it.  This will ensure they keep writing and 
thinking about those complete sentences.    

4. They can continue their math fact practice by working on 
www.multiplication.com 
It is a website that allows your child to be timed on 
addition/subtraction problems. You will need to select addition 
games or subtraction games in order for your child to work at his 
or her level. 



5. Your child will also still be able to read in Raz-Kids (www.raz-
kids.com) 

  over the summer with the user name and password given to your 
child by his  or her teacher.  It is also important to visit your local 
library for a larger variety  of books for your child to enjoy.  Try 
reading a page and then having your child  read the words they 
know on the next page.  Have them try to read the  sentences by 
thinking about what makes sense.  Ask questions about the reading 
 as you go through the book with your child.   
6. Writing is also very important over the summer.  Write short 

letters to grandparents, siblings, cousins or other family members.  
Have your child practice writing upper and lowercase letters as 
they write simple sentences.  They can also write about what they 
have been doing that day or what they are looking forward to next 
week.   

7. It is not important how long you spend on what you are doing to 
keep up their reading and writing, but that you are actually doing 
a little something every day.  This will keep things consistent over 
the summer and the children will come back without losing much 
academic ground over the 10 weeks they have been away from 
school. 

Thank you for working with your child over the summer, and I hope 
you have a restful, wonderful summer.  I look forward to meeting you 
and beginning your child’s first grade year in August!  I will be 
contacting families to bring in your first grader to do reading 
assessments right before school starts on August 21 and 22.  Until 
then, have a safe summer and enjoy the outdoors! 
Blessings, 
Mrs. Hassman 

    Mrs. Hassman 



  



Summer Reading Project  
“Book Report in a Bag”  

 

Happy summer and welcome to the first grade!  One of my favorite things to do is  
read and this summer, I’m hoping to read a few good books!  I’m challenging you to 
read as well and share about your adventures by completing a Book Report in a Bag! 
It sounds funny, but Book Reports in a Bag are a fun, creative, and interactive way 
to share what you’ve learned from your summer reading. If you don’t normally have 
large paper grocery bags, please make sure to pick one up the next time you head 
to the store so you are ready for this project. 

To begin, you will need to read at least one of the following books that you can 
check out from your local library: 

 And I Mean It, Stanley by Crosby Bonsall 
 A Bad Case of the Stripes, by David Shannon 
 Arthur Series, by Jan and Stan Berenstain 
 Clifford Series, by Norman Bridwell 
 Dinosaur Time, by Peggy Parish 
 Llama Llama Series, by Anna Dewdney 
 Green Eggs and Ham, by Dr. Seuss  
 Any Dr. Seuss book 
 Rainbow Fish Series, by Marcus  Pfister 
 The Very Busy Spider, by Eric Carle (or any of Eric Carle’s books) 
 The Hellow, Goodbye Window, by Norton Juster and Chris Raschka 
 Owen, by Kevin Henkes (or any Kevin Henkes books) 
 Junie B. Jones books, by Barbara Park 
 Little Critter Series, by Mercer Mayer 
 Click, Clack Moo, by Doreen Corwin (or any of her books) 
 I’m the Biggest Thing in the Ocean, by Kevin Sherry 
 Cam Jansen Books, by David Adler 

Be sure to plan appropriately, and not wait until the week before school starts to 
read the book. Remember that you will need time to work on the project! 

 



 

 

Book Report in a Bag – Project Directions 

1. Remember to make sure you have a large paper grocery/gift bag. 
2. Choose one of the novels and read it!  
3. The front of the bag should be decorated with the book title and the 

author’s name. You also need to draw and color a scene from the story. Your 
scene may be drawn on a piece of unlined paper and then glued onto the bag. 
Be creative! For example, you could glue fake plant leaves onto the front of 
your bag, if your book is set in nature. Just be sure that any fun extra 
details are related to your book and make your bag look great! 

4. On the back of the bag, write a summary of the book. The summary should 
tell about the main characters, setting, and a brief explanation about what 
happened at the beginning, middle, and end of the story. Write your 
summary (at least 5 sentences) on lined paper and then glue or staple it to 
the bag. The summary should be completed in paragraph form. 

5. On the left side of the bag, draw, cut out, or glue stars to show how well you 
liked the book. Four stars show that you loved it. One star means that you 
didn’t really care for it. You will also need to write a few sentences to 
explain why you liked or disliked the book. You can write your sentences on 
paper and glue it to the bag. 

6. On the right side of the bag, pick five (5) interesting words from the story. 
Write down the words and definitions. Do this on paper and glue it to the 
bag. 

7. Put at least four (4) items (that go along with the story) inside the bag. You 
will have to explain how these items relate to the story during your book 
report talk. 

8. Prepare and practice your book report talk. 

Bring your bag with you on the first day of school. We’ll share them over the first 
few days of school. 

Feel free to read as many books as you like, but you are only required to complete 
one Book Report in a Bag.  Included with this summer reading assignment is a 
challenge for you to spend at least 15 minutes per day reading.  Once you have 



filled in the entire chart, you will have read for 1500 minutes!  That’s definitely 
something worth celebrating, so bring in those completed charts at the beginning 
of the year for a reward!  I look forward to hearing all about your summer 
adventures in reading! 

 

Blessings,  

Mrs. Hassman 
Mrs. Hassman 

 



Summer Reading Challenge 
 

Your goal is to read 1,500 minutes this summer! 

Each q represents 15 minutes of reading. For every 
15 minutes you read, check off one sun. When you 

check all of the suns, you’ve read 1,500 minutes! r 
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