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Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) at CHCA 

Frequently Asked Questions 
What is CHCA’s approach to computer use in the classroom? Is CHCA a 1:1 school? CHCA is not 
1:1 in the traditional sense. While each of our students needs a device for academics, we maintain 
a Bring Your Own Device (“BYOD”) program to make that work. 
 
CHCA’s approach to device usage at each grade level can be described as follows: 

Early 
Childhood, 

PK-3 

Upper Elementary, Grades 
4-6 

Upper School, 
Grades 7-9 

Upper School, 
Grades 10-12 

Electronic device 
usage is carefully 
limited and based 
on the age and 
skills-development 
needs of our young 
students. At these 
early grades, iPads 
are the device of 
choice for specific 
classroom 
activities. Students 
by grade 3 are 
introduced to 
school laptops, as 
well as desktops in 
computer class. 

Students in grades 4-6 begin 
using Windows PC laptops on a 
regular basis and transition 
into increased responsibility. 

 

Devices in Upper Elementary are 
school-provided, though students 
may have the option to purchase 
and bring a school-approved 
device from home. 

 
Grade 4: Each student has access 
to a laptop provided by the 
school that stays in the 
classroom. 

 

Grade 5: Students have access to 
a school-provided laptop and are 
carefully guided by teachers as 
they are introduced to school 
email and online resources. 
During the year, students may be 
given the opportunity to carry a 
laptop from class-to-class. 

 
Grade 6: Students are each 
issued a school-provided laptop 
to carry and use throughout the 
school day. 

Student laptop usage 
transitions from 
school-provided to 
home-provided. 
Students should 
select a school-
compatible device 
approved for CHCA 
(see BYOD 
brochure). 

 
*In the Upper School 
grades, there are a 
limited number of 
“day loaner” laptops 
for students who are 
without a device. 
However, these are 
issued on a first-come, 
first served basis, and 
depending on 
availability, we cannot 
guarantee that each 
student with a need 
will have access to 
one of these. 

Students are responsible for 
having a laptop for school.  
Factors including potential 
college choices and 
compatibility with specific 
course requirements should 
weigh heavily in the 
decision to buy a laptop. 

 

How often are laptops used at school? 
From the Upper Elementary years, and especially into our Upper School program, computers 
are a must-have school supply. They are used on a regular basis. Having access to a computer 
is essential for students to carry out their daily academic work, as well as access to online 
resources, textbooks, and research. 
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What kinds of devices do CHCA students need for school? 
As instruction often includes an online component or work that is produced digitally, it's 
important that students to have access to a laptop that runs Windows and supports Microsoft 
Office software for their classes each day. Laptop specifications should match the 
recommendations in our BYOD brochure. 

We would also encourage students in grades 10-12 to consider a device that matches their 
desired college tracks. Some college programs are wide open to student device choice, while 
other programs (e.g., in music, media, or engineering) may be more prescriptive. 
Understanding those requirements and selecting a laptop that best fits the student’s college 
hope, as well as being a good fit for CHCA, brings some added benefit during the final high 
school years. 
In any case, follow the specs for approved devices listed in the school’s BYOD brochure if you 
are shopping for a device. 

 

At what grade levels are students allowed to bring their own devices? 
BYOD officially begins in grade 7. Students in our Upper Elementary grades have the option to 
purchase a device if they do not wish to use the school-provided laptop, as long as the home- 
purchased laptop is school-approved. 

 
Is there a backup option for students who do not have their own laptops for school? 
Students in the Upper School grades may have access to a limited number of day loaner 
computers. These are available for students during the day who cannot bring their own device, 
or whose devices may be out for repair, etc. However, the limited number of day loaner 
laptops means that devices are issued on a first-come, first-served basis and cannot be 
guaranteed each day. The student is responsible for the condition of the device while he/she 
has it signed out during the day. Day loaner laptops must be returned in good working order at 
the end of the school day. 

 

We’d like to go ahead and purchase a device on our own. What tips do you have for buying a 
computer for school? 
Most Windows/Office-compatible laptops sold in stores will work well as a school computer. 
Apple MacBook Pro or MacBook Air computers also work well at CHCA. Regardless, follow the 
specifications for approved devices listed in the school’s BYOD brochure. 
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Do Apple computers work at CHCA? 
Many of our students use MacBook Pro or MacBook Air laptops at school, and these do work 
well at CHCA. These devices tend to be more expensive than Windows-based laptops, and there 
is not currently a 2-in-1 tablet option in Mac that resembles the 2-in-1 school computers, but 
they are a student favorite for their platform stability and their durability at school. For Upper 
School students in grades 10-12 who are looking at media or music-related college programs, 
getting familiar with the features of a MacBook might make good sense as a school device 
instead of a Windows-based laptop. On the other hand, iPads have not been a good fit due to 
their limited functionality. 
 
What devices should we NOT purchase for school? 
Many devices work well at CHCA, while others do not function well in the classroom. Based on 
feedback from our students and teachers, here are a few to stay away from when purchasing: 

• Chromebooks: Since CHCA is a Microsoft Office 365 school, Google Chromebooks do not 
function well at all in our program. 

• Consumer-grade tablets: Tablets (including iPads, Galaxy tablets, and the older Surface 
RT’s) do not have the full functionality students need to operate in all of their classes. 

• Devices that are more than 3-years old: We have seen students who bring the old 
family machine become routinely frustrated and have difficulty keeping up in class. 

• Smartphones: While Upper School students are permitted to bring their mobile phones 
to school, we have seen that they have very limited classroom functionality. At Upper 
School, phones are used in class only with permission and specific instructions from the 
teacher. 

 

How does the school provide for student safety online?  

During the school day, students access the internet using the school's filtered, monitored network 
that is maintained by MIS Solutions. For detailed information on CHCA’s internet filtering, 
internet safety protocols, and responsible use policies, please refer to the CHCA Technology 
Responsible Use Policy document. 
 


