
CHCA High School Instrumental Music Program 
 

Developing your musical gifts in a Christ-Centered Environment  
 

I want to let you know that we are very excited about the possibility of your child 

attending CHCA High School and being involved in the Instrumental Music Program.  

Over the past few years we have seen great growth in the quality of our program.  Not 

only are our current students excelling in the High School Fine Arts Program, but many 

of our graduates are using their gifts at universities and churches where they attend.   

 

The Instrumental Music faculty would like to work with your child, and we are 

committed to creating an excellent, Christ-centered program that will help nurture each 

student and their artistic talent.  We have many exciting programs and several ways to be 

involved.   

 

We truly hope to see your child involved in music next year! 

 

Dan Grantham 

Instrumental Music Director 

 

 

Audition and Class Information 
 

 Most students take music their freshman year.  It fulfills the High School Fine Arts 

requirement and immediately gets them involved in a successful program that has 

all grades represented.  We offer weighted credit (4.5 gpa) in all music courses.     
 

 

 All students can participate in the Instrumental Music Program and only two 

ensembles are audition based.  Students interested in EJO or Steel Drum/ 

Percussion Ensemble should audition at the H.S. during their music class, 

March 10th or 11
th

, or at the Middle school Tuesday, March 11
th

 from 3:15 pm 

to 6:00 pm.  There is a sign-up sheet on the Middle School Band room door.  

You can obtain your audition packet from Mr. Grantham, Mr. Warner, or on 

the CHCA Fine Arts page.  
 

 Instrumental Music Program is full of great students.  We have a wonderful mix of 

student musicians who are athletes, scholars, youth group leaders, and active in 

service.  Over the past few years numerous varsity athletes, three valedictorians, 

two salutatorians, and 16 national merit scholars have been involved in the 

Instrumental Music Program.  Come be a part of this outstanding group of students 

making great music.   

 
  

Ensembles Up Close 
 

Symphony Orchestra/Concert Band/Cintered (non-auditioned ensemble) 
This class will have both strings and winds/percussion who want to perform with the 

Symphony Orchestra, Cintered, and the Concert Band.   The performing highlights 



include the High School Christmas Program, Musical Revue, Sacred Music Concert, and 

High School Musical.  Cintered Electric Strings will also have a fall concert. 

 

Electric Jazz Orchestra (auditioned ensemble) 

This honors ensemble (4.5 gpa) is our most advanced jazz band.  This ensemble performs 

more frequently and tours.  The additional requirements are: 

1. You must audition to be a member and take weekly private lessons. 

2. This group performs more frequently and participation is expected. 

 

The performing highlights include the Musical Revue, High School Christmas Concert,  

ArtBeat, spring jazz concert, High School Chapel performances, Homecoming, and some 

area church engagements.   

 

Lab Band (non-audition ensemble)    

This ensemble consists of intermediate to advanced musicians.  The performing 

highlights include the High School Christmas Concert, ArtBeat, High School Chapel 

performances, Homecoming, and Spring Jazz Concert.  Members of this ensemble also 

perform with the Concert/Pep Band. 

 

Steel Drum Band/Percussion Ensemble (audition based) 

This ensemble has multiple functions throughout the academic year.  They perform as the 

drum line for the home football games, percussion for the Sacred Music Concert, and the 

Steel Drum Band.  The performing highlights include the High School Christmas 

Concert, ArtBeat, High School Chapel performances, Homecoming, and the Spring Jazz 

Concert.  New students wanting to join must audition March 10
th

 or 11
th

.  Be prepared to 

demonstrate some basic drum rudiments and sight reading. 

 

AP Music Theory 

This AP course is strongly encouraged for those who are planning to Major/Minor in 

music at the University level.  This course is usually taken your Junior or Senior year.     

 

 

Questions asked about the Instrumental Program 
 

How will my child benefit from playing an instrument at CHCA? 

In the High School Instrumental Program, every member of the ensemble gets to play and 

perform.  There is a place for students of every background and skill level.  It is a group 

that is inclusive yet encourages self-confidence, discipline, responsibility and maturation. 

 

The instrumental skills learned in a school can be used and enjoyed throughout life.  

 

Participation in an instrumental program can bring financial rewards.  Every year, 

scholarships are awarded to college-bound string, wind, and percussion players, 

regardless of their career choices. 

 

Do Universities and Colleges value musical involvement? 

All quality universities and colleges look closely at applicants’ participation in the Arts.  

In addition to good grades, many undergraduate programs use involvement in the Arts as 

criteria for acceptance.  Gerald van den Berg, 2007 valedictorian, told us that almost 



everyone he met at Princeton had excelled in the Musical Arts.  Music attracts and 

encourages academically skilled students.   

 

Is it too late to schedule? 

Scheduling is just starting.  Mrs. Carol Jones will be more than happy to help you with 

scheduling.   

 

Can I fit it in all four years? 

Definitely!  The High School recognizes the importance of the Arts and has come up with 

some practical and creative ways to help you stay involved.  You can develop as a 

musician and take ample AP courses including AP Music Theory.  If you take Health and 

Computer courses on-line, this will give you an additional year of electives.  You can 

now receive P.E. credit through school sponsored sports.  Contact Mrs. Carol Jones for a 

sample four-year schedule. 

 

What about Sports? 

CHCA encourages a holistic education and wants you to participate in spiritual life 

activities, the arts, sports, mission trips, etc.  The school has calendar meetings to make 

sure there are little to no conflicts and you will find that our faculty is accommodating 

and flexible in the event there is a conflict.  Example:  if you are in a sport such as 

football, you are not required to perform at the game.   

 

Did you know…? 

…that surveys of schools show that two-year instrumentalist students score higher in 

math and reading comprehension. 

 

…that students who participate in instrumental music are 52% more likely to go to 

college and to graduate. 

 

…that music students score 20-40 points higher on the SAT in both verbal and math 

portions than their non-musical classmates. 

 

…the instrumental music program is consistently made up of many of the top academic 

students at CHCA. 

 
 

 


