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Vision: Students at CHCA, through the study of world languages, will appreciate the unlimited capabilities that 

God has given all people for glorifying and serving Him through language.  They will recognize that “the body 

of Christ is made up of people of faith, of all nations, all languages, all races.” Consequently, the inherent desire 

to know and serve His people by putting into practice Christian values, like empathy, brotherhood and peace will 

ultimately reveal itself to students as a lifelong, self-motivated quest for knowledge of and service to God for 

communicating eternal Truth.  By engaging in intercultural God-centered interaction and inquiry, students of 

Mandarin Chinese Language will gain greater self-awareness, a critical perspective on their own culture in relation 

to other cultures, and the ability to discern universal truth.  Students comprehend, analyze, and critique texts and 

media of excellence and demonstrate competence in listening, speaking, reading, and writing performances in 

Mandarin Chinese, embracing many disciplines.  Chinese language students will be encouraged to exercise 

initiative and leadership as well as to participate in cooperative learning and research.  Students will be provided 

with educational opportunities beyond the school setting and will receive meaningful instruction, academic 

challenge and support. 
 

 
 

Standards: What a CHCA student will know and be able to do in Mandarin Chinese Language: Communication 

in Mandarin Chinese, the target language (hereafter TL) Use the TL to engage in conversations, provide and 

obtain information, exchange feelings, and opinions. Understand and interpret written and spoken language 

from diverse media. Present information and concepts to an audience of listeners of readers on a variety of 

topics.  Culture Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of perspectives, practices, and products of other 

countries.   Connections Reinforce and acquire knowledge of other disciplines through TL. Acquire 

information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints available only through TL and target culture (hereafter TC).  

Comparisons Develop insight into the nature of language and culture through comparisons.  Communities Use 

the TL both within and beyond the school setting.  Theological Integration Appreciate the capability God has 

given to all peoples of glorifying and serving Him through the gift of language. 

 
 

Grade 7 Chinese IA Topics: This course forms the first half of high school Chinese Level 1. Students’ ability to 

sound out characters by using the phonetic Pinyin system is strengthened. They continue to develop their linguistic 

and communication skills through units where culture is introduced either as a background or as a factor that 

demands the accuracy of the language. Students learn how to greet different people and how to inquire and talk 

about names, ages, nationality, schools, grade levels, schedules, colors, likes and dislikes. Meanwhile, they learn 

about the formation and meaning of Chinese names; the basics of Chinese abacus; Chinese education system and 

school life; the meaning of colors in Beijing Opera face paint. They also make name seals, paint Beijing Opera 

masks and participate in Chinese festival celebrations.  

 

Grade 8 Chinese IB Topics: This course forms the second half of high school Chinese Level 1. Students’ 

familiarity with the phonetic Pinyin system should further enable them to record words outside textbooks in 

natural conversations. Apart from learning about time expressions, descriptions of family, body parts, clothes, 

classrooms and locations, food and drinks, students engage in conversations about the similarities and differences 

in family structures and values, living conditions and dining etiquette between China and US. They also write 

letters and envelopes to China in Chinese characters, skype native Chinese speakers, and watch movies that reflect 

Chinese history and culture.      

 


