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Vision:  At the heart of our Christian faith is the belief that God is a personal God who reveals to humanity His nature, 

His redemptive purpose in history, and His love for all creation. Also central to our faith is the crucified and risen 

Jesus Christ and our belief that the “son of God became a man so that humanity could become children of God” (C.S. 

Lewis, Mere Christianity).  It is our conviction that in understanding the incarnate God we come to understand our 

own nature and purpose, for we are created in God’s image.  Given these core convictions, the purpose of the Christian 

Studies curriculum is to create an environment in which we listen to God speak to us through the words of Scripture, 

encourage a love of learning and the exercise of reason, gain wisdom from the historic voices and traditions of the 

Church, and seek to understand our own human experience within this world.  The goals of this curriculum are 

therefore to (i) develop the student holistically; (ii) allow students to articulate a distinctly Christian world view; and 

(iii) encourage students to pursue excellence in order to engage God’s world. 

 

 
 

Standards: What a CHCA student will know and be able to do in Christian StudiesExplain God’s love for 

humanity and a desire for a relationship which yields a life lived in imitation and service to Christ.  Explain God’s 

purpose in restoring humanity and creation into right relationship and humanity’s participation in building the 

Kingdom of God. Explain the role and value of Scripture, reason, tradition, and experience in theologically forming 

a Christian world view. Explain the nature of the triune God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

Explain the unique nature of Christ as fully divine and fully human. Explain the tools and steps in the responsible 

reading and interpretation of Scripture and its application to life. Explain the nature of humanity as made in the 

image of God yet fallen. Explain God’s redemptive work through Christ for salvation. Explain the importance of 

spiritual formation through classic spiritual disciplines including prayer, meditation, fasting, study, simplicity, 

solitude, submission, service, confession, worship, guidance and celebration. Explain the relevance of Church history 

and historical theology in the formation of faith and appreciation for the diversity of God’s Kingdom. Explain the 

importance of applying a theologically formed Christian world view into ethics, service and every aspect of vocation 

and life. 

 

 
 

Grade 7 Topics:  Students journey from the Book of Acts through the Book of Revelation as the New Testament 

authors look back to interpret the person and work of Christ. Our CHCA Promise Statement begins, “Centered in 

the shared love of Christ,” and we intentionally focus on a “Christ-centered curriculum.”  Students journey with 

the great Apostle Paul and the other NT writers, and we not only seek to fall in love with Jesus, our Lord and 

Savior, but we seek to grow in our understanding of God’s  plan of salvation for our lives as part of the body of 

Christ in the world today.  Essential “life application” questions will always be central in our study as will 

understanding of God’s Word.  Our motto will be “you do not really know the truth of God unless the person of 

Christ is precious to you.”   As a final culmination of this spiritual journey, students write their own personal 

Statement of Faith as a meaningful expression of their own faith in Jesus Christ and as a faithful description of 

biblical Christianity.   

 

Grade 8 Topics:  Foundations for Christian Thought seeks to engage students to use their faith and thinking to 

solve the problems linked with human suffering. As followers of Jesus, and as decent human beings, we should 

seek to alleviate suffering in the world in whatever forms it takes: hunger, disease, ignorance, injustice, violence, 

hatred, and loneliness, to name a few. Starting with the philosophical basis of scripture "loving our neighbors," 

students focus on developing clear, critical thinking to analyze the issues by exploring old solutions, new 

solutions, and out-of-the-box thinking. As followers of Christ, students discuss the importance of compassion, 

empathy, and love, even for those with whom we differ most. As 21st century Christians living in an increasingly 
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globalized world culture, we can no longer afford to allow our values to remain unconnected from the education 

that can best see them realized. Students critically engage with the writings and thought of Carl Sagan, Aristotle, 

Mortimer Adler, Edwin A. Abbott, Plato, Jonathan Swift, William Booth, Karl Marx, the American founding 

fathers, a host of biblical writers, and others. 
 
 


